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Tol k ien ‘s  Ba ckg round o f  t he  T houg ht  behi nd  T he  S i l ma r i l l i on :   

An  Annot at ed  Bib l i og ra phy  

 

1 .  I nt roduc t i on  

The  a im o f  th i s  r esea rch  i s  t o  co l l ec t  the  pr ima ry  and 

se conda ry  ma ter i a l s  t ha t  dea l  wi t h  J .  R .  R .  To l k ien  (1892 -197 3 )  

and  h i s  ep i c  fa nt asy,  ed i ted  by  h i s  son ,  Chr i s topher  To l k i en ,  T he  

S i lma r i l l i on  (19 7 7 ) .   T he  se l e ct ed  88  ma ter ia l s  r ev ea l  t o  the  

readers  t he  source  o f  To l k ien ‘s  l i t e ra ry  i nspi ra t i on  a nd t wo  

cont ra di c t ly  i dea s ,  mono the i sm  a nd po l y t he i sm ,  coex i s t  in  

Tolk i en ‘s  w orks .  

In  t h i s  a nnota ted  b ib l i og ra phy,  I  d iv i de  t he  mat er i a l s  i nt o  

three  se c t i ons .   In  ea ch  se c t i on ,  ma ter ia l s  a re  a rrang ed  in  

chrono l og i ca l  and  a l pha be t i ca l  o rder.   T he  f i r s t  s ec t i on  co l l e c t s  

the  se l e c ted  pr i mar y  sources  a f t e r  t he  pub l i ca t i on  o f  T he  

S i lma r i l l i on —t he  work  i t se l f ,  a ut hor ‘s  l e t te rs ,  and  t he  12  

vo lumes  o f  ma nuscr i pt s ,  T he  His t ory  o f  Mi ddl e - ea r th  (1983 -96 ) .   

I  ex c l uded  f rom  vo l .  6  t o  v o l .  9 ,  be ca use  t hese  books  do  no t  

cont a in  The  S i lm ar i l l i on ‘s  ma nusc r i pt s .   S i nce  The  S i l ma r i l l i on  

i s  not  a  ‗ c om pl e te ‘ w ork  a rra ng ed  by  To l k i en  h i mse l f ,  c r i t i c s  
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somet im es  need  t o  see  o l der  f orm s  o f  a  par t i cu l ar  ep i sode .   T he  

se cond se ct i on  covers  t he  se l e c ted  b i og ra phi es .   About  t he  

aut hor ‘s  l i f e  and  persona l i ty,  t h i s  re se a rch  present s  Hum phrey  

Ca rpent er ‘s  f i r s t  b i og ra phy,  J .  R .  R .  To l k ien :  A Biogra phy  (19 77 ) ,  

and  t hree  o ther  aut hor ‘s  s t udy  books .  Ca rpent er  prov i des  us  

with  To l k i en ‘s  g enera l  b i og ra phi ca l  i n fo rmat i on ,  s o  tha t  h i s  

work i s  c ons i dered  a s  the  mos t  re l ia b le  b i og r aphy.   O ther  

wr i te rs  a l so  re fe r  to  the  im porta nce  o f  r ea ding  To l k i en ‘s  i nt e rest  

in  t he  Europea n  myt hs  a nd h i s  Ca tho l i c i sm i n  the  works ,  so  t hat  

I  p i cked  up  t hem as  t he  main  b i og raphi ca l  s ources  t hat  a ppea red  

f rom the  la te  70 s  to  la t e  90 s .   T he  t h i rd  se ct i o n  cont a ins  the  

se conda ry  sources :  books ,  c r i t i ca l  es say s ,  a nd  a rt i c l es  f r om  1976  

to  2004 .   T hi s  pro j e c t  omi t ted  t he  m at er i a l s  be f o re  T he  

S i lma r i l l i on ‘s  pub l i ca t i on  a nd t hat  dea l  wi th  on ly  To l k ien ‘s  

f o rmer  works .   

The  t erm s fo r  re sea rch  a re  To lk i en ,  T he  S i l ma r i l l i on ,  

Mi ddle - ea rt h ,  my th ,  my tho logy,  r e l i g i on ,  fa i t h ,  Chr i s t ia n i t y,  

Cat ho l i c ,  Cat ho l i c i sm,  ba ckg round ,  fa nta sy,  narra t i ve ,  s t ruct ure ,  

and  h i s to ry.   When these  t erm s coul d  no t  b e  found i n  the  ea ch  

t i t l e ,  I  r ea d  a bs t ra ct s  and  book  rev iews  a s  t he  re f eren ce  too l s .   

The  sources  o f  t he  in fo rma t ion  a re  ML AI B,  EBSCO Host ,  

Huma ni t i es  Index ,  D AI ,  U MI  P roQues t  Dig i ta l  D i sse rt a t i ons ,  

NACSI S  Web cat ,  Kar l s ruher  Vi r tue l l e r  Kata l og ,  and  

amazon . com.   R i cha rd  C .  West ‘s  To lk i en ‘s  Cr i t i c i sm:  An  

Annotat ed  Check l i s t  (1 981 ) ,  J udi t h  A .  Johnson ‘s  J .  R .  R .  
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Tolk i en :  S ix  D acade ‘s  Cr i t i c i sm ( 1986 ) ,  a nd  Way ne  G.  

Ham mond ‘s  J .  R .  R .  To l k ien :  A Descr i pt iv e  Bib l i og ra phy  (1993 )  

a lso  suppl i ed  p lenty  o f  i n fo rm at i on  ab out  To lk i en ‘s  works .   

Besi des ,  t he  re fe rences  o f  the  t hree  a nt ho log i e s  t h at  w ere  

pub l i shed  in  2 00 0  are  he l p fu l  to  know the  im port ant  c r i t i c s  a nd  

s cho la r ly  books  o f  To lk i en  s t udy  t hrough  t he  la st  ha l f  o f  the  

cent ury.  

A l t houg h t h i s  w ork  wa s  ed i t ed  a nd pub l i shed  a f t e r  the  

aut hor ‘s  deat h ,  T he  S i lma r i l l i on  i s  c ons i dered  t he  necessa r y  

work to  understa nd the  s t ruc ture  o f  ‗Mi ddle -ea rt h ‘ ,  the  s tag e  o f  

To lk i en ‘s  works ,  be cause  i t  ex pla i ns  i t s  h i s to ry  and m yt h  in  ep i c  

prose  s ty l e .   I n  th i s  s t o ry,  tw o  o f  the  main  cha ra c te r i s t i c s  o f  

Tolk i en ‘s  w orks ,  the  borrowi ng  f rom N ort hern  m yt h  a nd t he  

in f l uence  o f  Chr i s t ia n i t y,  a re  ex pressed  fa r  m ore  appa rent ly  

tha n  i n  T he  Hob b i t  (1937 )  a nd  T he  Lord  o f  t he  Ri ng s  (1954 -55 ) .   

As To l k i en ‘s  l i f e  work ,  th i s  s t o ry  i s  ba sed  on  h i s  ‗a t tem pt  to  

re c reat e  Eng la nd ‘s  l o s t  m yt h ‘ t hat  ha d  a l rea dy  g row n i n  author ‘s  

mind dur ing  t he  1910s ,  a nd  t he  rev i s ing  ha d  cont i nued  t o  the  

end  o f  h i s  day s .    

The  w hol e  o f  To l k ien  s t udy  beca me deeper  a nd w ider  

a f t e r  197 7 ,  b e ca use  T he  S i l ma r i l l i on  and Ca rpent er ‘s  b i og ra phy  

suppl i ed  m ore  de ta i l ed  i n fo rmat i on  ab out  Mi ddle - eart h  a nd the  

aut hor  h i m se l f .   L i ke  Ca rpenter,  T.  A .  Shi ppey,  Br ia n  Rosebury,  

and  m any  o ther  c r i t i c s  po in t  ou t  t he  tendency  o f  To lk i en  

c r i t i c i sm  i s  sp l i t  int o  t wo  oppos i te  f l ow s :  a dmi ra t i on  a nd a buse .   



Sasaki 4 

As P ea rce  sugg es ts ,  c r i t i c s  d i d  no t  e s t i mat e  the  w orks  tha t  

cont a in  my st i c  o r  r oma nt i c  modes  so  h i ghly  in  t he  1950 s .   For  

exam pl e ,  Edm und Wi l son  w ho  c la i med T he  Lord  o f  the  Ri ng s  a s  a  

product  o f  es ca pi sm  i s  f am ous  a s  To lk i en ‘s  a ntag onis t .    

The  eva l uat i on  o f  T he  S i lma r i l l i on  wa s  no t  so  h ig h  soon  

a f t e r  i t s  pub l i ca t i on  beca use  o f  i t s  l engt h  a nd la ck  o f  uni ty.   I t  

was  bor i ng  f o r  g enera l  rea ders ,  a nd  ma ny  cr i t i c s  quest i oned  i t s  

va lue  a s  a  l i t e ra ry  w ork ,  l i ke  N e i l  D .  I saa cs ‘ c om ment  in  198 1  

show s .   However,  a s  the  a ut hor ‘s  s t udy  proceeded  and To l k ien ‘s  

pr ima ry  i dea  ‗ t o  crea te  t he  na t i ona l  m yt h  o f  Eng la nd ‘ were  

know n i n  the  80s ,  t he  cr i t i c s  gra dua l l y  a pprec ia ted  The  

S i lma r i l l i on ‘s  m er i t  as  ‗ the  source ‘ o f  Mi ddl e - ea rt h  works ,  a s  

Ri cha rd  Ma thew s  say s .   To lk i en ‘s  a t tem pt  to  ma ke  the  w hol e  

univ erse  b y  h i m se l f  i s  g iven  a  pos i t i ve  reputat i o n  because  o f  i t s  

pe cu l ia r i t y.   I n  the  80 s  and 90 s ,  c om pa ra t ive  s t udy  ma de  a  

com pa r i son  b et w een  th i s  work  and  Mi l ton ‘s  Pa ra di se  L os t ,  my th  

c r i t i c i sm a na ly zed  t h i s  work  wi t h  Jung ia n  t heory,  and  f o l k lo r i c  

s t udy  sugg est s  t he  na rra t ive  s i mi la r i ty  b et ween  Edda  o r  

Ka leva la .   Now,  The  S i l ma r i l l i on  i s  cons i dered  a s  an  e ssent i a l  

t ex t  to  underst and the  mea ni ng  o f  h i s t o r i ca l  o r  my thi ca l  

a l lus i ons  i n  o t her  works .   L i ke  Shi ppey  and Ver l yn  F l i eg er,  

many  c r i t i cs  c ons i der  i t  a s  a  t oo l  f o r  sea rch i ng  t he  l i ng uis t i c ,  

ph i l o soph i ca l ,  a nd  re l i g i ous  root s  o f  To l k i en  tha t  be comes  t he  

keys  to  c l ea r  t he  com pl i c i ty  o f  To lk i en ‘s  work ,  c ons i der ing  h i s  

l ong i ng  f o r  European  my th  and Chr i s t ian  fa i t h ‘s  i n f l uences .    
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2 .  L i s t  o f  Abb rev ia t i ons  

 

Am on  Hen  Amon Hen:  The  Bul l e t in  o f  t he  To l k i en  So c ie ty  

FS          On  F a i ry  St o ry  

Hob b i t      The  Hob b i t  

HM        T he  Hi st ory  o f  Middl e - ea rt h  

JFA        J ourna l  o f  t he  Fanta s t i c  in  t he  Ar t s   

Let te rs      The  Let te rs  o f  J .  R .  R .  To l k ien  

Mal l orn      Mal l orn :  The  J ourna l  o f  t he  To l k i en  Soc i e t y.  

Mi nas  Ti r i th  E vening  S ta r      

 Mi na th  Ti r i th  Eveni ng  S ta r :  Journa l  o f  the  To l k ien  

Soc ie ty   

My thl o re     My t hlo re :  a  j ourna l  o f  J .  R .  R .  To l k ien ,  C .  S .  Lewi s ,  

Cha r l e s  Wi l l ia m s,  Genera l  Fa nt asy  and  Myt hi c  

St udi es .  

LR         The  Lord  o f  t he  Ri ng s   

Sev en       Seven :  An  Ang l o -Ameri ca n  L i t e ra ry  Rev iew  

S i lｍ        T he  S i lma r i l l i on  

UT         T he  Unf i nnished  Ta les  
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3 .  P r i ma ry  Sources  

 

19 77  

[1 ]  To l k ien ,  J .  R .  R .  The  S i l ma r i l l i on .  Ed .  Chr i s t opher  To l k i en .  

1977 .  2 n d  ed .  London :  H arper,  199 9 .  New York :  D e l  Rey,  2 001 .  

Co l l e c t ed  m yt hs  and h i s to r i ca l  ep i sodes  o f  Mi ddl e - ea rt h  

tha t  a re  ba sed  on  To l k i en ‘s  a t tem pt  t o  re c reat e  

Eng land ‘s  l o s t  m yth . ‘  Conta i ns  t he  mot i f s  t hat  

repeat edly  appea r  i n  To lk i en ‘s  w orks ,  l i ke  t he  

con f l i c t i on  be tween  good  a nd ev i l ,  the  c reat i on  and  the  

des t ruc t i on ,  a nd  the  power  tha t  causes  cha ra ct e rs ‘  

deg ra dat i on .   T he  most  s ig n i f i ca nt  them e i s  the  nature  

o f  ev i l ,  so  t hat  S i lm ‘s  na rra t iv e  mode  i s  cons i s tent ly  

t ra g i c .  

 

19 80  

[2 ]  To l k ien ,  J .  R .  R .  U nf in i shed  Ta les .  Ed .  Chr i s t opher  To l k ien .  

London :  Al l en  &  Unwi n ,  198 0 .  L ondon :  Ha rper,  19 98 .  

The  f i r s t  c o l l e c t i on  o f  t he  rough  dra f t s  o f  S i l m and  LR.   

‗Na rn  i  Hĭ n  Húl i n ‘ a nd  ‗The  Hi st ory  o f  Ga l adr i e l  and  

Ce l eborn ‘ supply  t he  m ore  de ta i l ed  ex pla na t i on  o f  th e  

epi sodes  t hat  show us  t he  s imi la r i ty  b et ween  m yt h  and  

Tolk i en ‘s  s t o ry.     

 

19 81  
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[3 ]  To l k ien .  J .  R .  R .  T he  L et t ers  o f  J .  R .  R .  To l k ien .  Ed .  

Hum phrey  Ca rpent er.   London :  A l l en  &  Unwin ,  1 981 .  London :  

Ha rper,  1 995 .  

The  co l l e c t i on  o f  To lk i en ‘s  pr i vat e  and b us iness  l e t t e rs  

f rom 1913  t o  197 3 .   In  pa r t i cu la r,  the  l e t te rs  f rom  193 7 

show s  h i s  a t t em pt  t o  com ple te  S i lm a s  a  next  w ork  o f  

Hob b i t  a nd  the  con f l i c t i on  be tw een  pub l i shers .    

 

19 83  

[4 ]  To l k ien ,  J .  R .  R .  The  Book  o f  the  L ost  Ta l es ,  Par t  One .  Ed .  

Chr i s t opher  To l k ien .  Vo l .  1  o f  T he  Hi st ory  o f  Mi ddle - ea rt h .  12  

vo l s .  L ondon :  Al l en  &  Unwin ,  198 3 .  London :  H a rper,  200 2 .  

Conta i ns  t he  ear l i er  v e rs i ons  o f  S i lm ‘s  ep i sodes .   Some  

nam es  o f  t he  cha ra ct e rs  a re  d i f f e rent  wi t h  S i l m i t se l f .   

There  a re  the  ear l i es t  a nd  more  deta i l ed  i dea s  about  

the  G ods ,  E l ves ,  and  o ther  c reat ures ,  o f  t he  S i l m ar i l s  

and  Two  Trees ,  o f  Na rg ot hrond and Gondo l i n .   I t  i s  

use fu l  t o  l ea rn  t he  pro cess  o f  ma king  t he  c rea t i on  my th  

o f  To l k ien .    

 

19 84  

[5 ]  To l k ien ,  J .  R .  R .  T he  Book  o f  the  L ost  Ta l e s ,  Par t  Two .  Ed .  

Chr i s t opher  To l k ien .  Vo l .  2  o f  T he  Hi st ory  o f  Mi ddle - ea rt h .  12  

vo l s .  L ondon :  Al l en  &  Unwin ,  198 4 .  London :  Ha rper,  200 2 .  

Conta i ns  t he  ea r l i e r  and  more  de ta i l ed  ve rs i on  o f  t he  
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ta le s  o f  Beren  a nd L út hi en ,  T úr i n  a nd  t he  D rag on ,  and  

the  on ly  fu l l  na rrat i ves  o f  t he  Neckla ce  o f  the  D w arv es  

and the  F a l l  o f  G ondo l in .   The  la s t  cha pter,  The  Hist o ry  

o f  Er i o l  o r  Æl fwi ne  i s  one  o f  the  proo f s  o f  To lk i en ‘s  us ing  

o f  Eng l i sh  l egend.    

 

19 85  

[6 ]  To l k i en ,  J .  R .  R .  T he  Lay s  o f  Be le r ia nd.  Ed .  Chr i s topher  

To lk i en .  Vo l .  3  o f  The  Hi sto ry  o f  Mi ddle - ea rt h .  1 2  vo l s .  London :  

Al l en  &  U nwi n ,  1985 .  L ondon :  Harper,  2002 .  

The  a l l i t e ra t ive  ve rse  s ty l e  o f  tw o  o f  the  mai n  s t ory  o f  

S i lm,  t i t l ed  Lay  o f  the  Chi l dren  o f  Húri n  and T he  Lay  o f  

Lút hien .   Chr i s t opher  To l k ien  se ts  these  v e rses  a s  t he  

ch ie f  sources  o f  t he  Túr i n  a nd L út hien ‘s  s t o ry.    

  

19 86  

[7 ]  To l k ien ,  J .  R .  R .  The  Sha ping  o f  Mi dd le - ea rt h .  Ed .  

Chr i s t opher  To l k ien .  Vo l .  4  o f  T he  Hi st ory  o f  Mi ddle - ea rt h .  12  

vo l s .  L ondon :  Al l en  &  Unwin ,  198 6 .  London :  Ha rper,  200 2 .   

Descr i bes  the  sha pi ng  o f  the  chrono l og i ca l  and  

geog raphi ca l  s t ruc t ure  o f  the  l egends  o f  Mi ddl e -ea r th  

and Va l inor.   A l so  inc l ud e s  the  o r ig i na l  ‗S i lma r i l l i on ‘ o f  

1926 ,  a nd  t he  Quent a  N ol dor i nwa  o f  1930 ,  t he  on ly  

ve rs i on  o f  the  m yths  a nd l egends  o f  t he  F i rs t  Ag e  tha t  

To lk i en  com plet ed  to  the  end .    



Sasaki 9 

19 87  

[8 ]  To l k ien ,  J .  R .  R .  T he  L ost  Roa d  a nd O ther  Wri t i ng s .  Ed .  

Chr i s t opher  To l k ien .  Vo l .  5  o f  T he  Hi st ory  o f  Mi ddle - ea rt h .  12  

vo l s .  L ondon :  Al l en  &  Unwin ,  198 6 .  London :  Ha rper,  200 2 .   

Com ple tes  t he  ex amina t ion  o f  h i s  wr i t ing  a bout  Va l inor  

and Mi ddle -ea rt h ‘s  hero i c  l eg ends  b e fo re  t he  s t art  o f  

wri t ing  o f  L R,  1 937 -38 .   T he  Legend  o f  t he  D ow nfa l l  o f  

Núm elor  ha d  ent ered  the  w ork ,  i nc ludi ng  those  centra l  

ideas :  t he  Wor l d  Ma de  Round and the  S t ra ig ht  Pat h  in to  

the  West .    

 

19 93  

[9 ]  To l k i en ,  J .  R .  R .  Morg ot h ‘s  Ring .  Ed .  Chr i s topher  To l k i en .  Vo l .  

10  o f  The  Hi s t ory  o f  Mi ddl e - ea rt h .  12  vo l s .  19 93 .  L ondon :  Ha rper,  

2002 .   

The  manuscr i pt s  o f  l a te r  h i s t o ry  o f  S i l m .   The  t ext  o f  

the  Annal s  o f  Aman i s  g iv en  i n  fu l l ,  and  ea ch  ep i sodes  

show  t he  rea ders  tha t  the  ma tte r  o f  good  a nd ev i l  

be com es  t he  heart  o f  t he  L R and S i lm through t he  

descr i pt i on  o f  Morgo th (Me l kor ) ,  the  g r ea test  power  o f  

ev i l  i n  Arda .  

 

19 94  

[10 ]  To l k ien ,  J .  R .  R .  T he  wa r  o f  the  J ew els .  Ed .  Chr i s t opher  

To lk i en .  Vo l .  11  o f  The  Hi s to ry  o f  Mi ddle -ear t h .  12  vo l s .  199 4 .  
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London :  Ha rper,  2002 .  

The  la te r  h i s to ry  o f  S i l m  f rom  t he  po i nt  where  i t  wa s  l e f t  

in  vo l .1 0 ,  and  re f e rs  the  h i s t o ry  o f  t he  F i r s t  Age  o f  

Mi ddle - ea rt h ,  ma in ly  t he  con f l i c t s  o f  the  Hi gh  Elv es  and  

the  Men w ho  were  t he i r  a l l i e s  wi t h  t he  pow er  o f  t he  Da rk  

Lord .   I t  supplement s  t he  descr i pt i on  o f  S i lm a nd  T he  

Book  o f  Lost  Ta l es .    

 

19 96  

[11 ]  To l k i en ,  J .  R .  R .  T he  P eoples  o f  Mi ddl e - ea rt h .  Ed .  

Chr i s t opher  To l k ien .   Vo l .12  o f  T he  Hi s to ry  o f  Mi ddle - ea rt h .  12  

vo l s .  19 96 .  L ondon :  Ha rper,  200 2 .  

The  suppl em ent  o f  the  appendi ces  t o  L R  a nd 

f rag menta l  w r i t ing  re la t ed  t o  S i lm.   Pa r t  t w o  

revea l s  us  To lk ien ‘s  new i ns i ghts  a nd new 

const ruct i ons  i n  h i s  l a st  y ea rs ,  in  pa rt i cu lar,  t he  

nomencla t ure  o f  the  Elv es  and de ta i l ed  in fo rma t ion  

about  Men,  Dwa rves ,  a nd  Wi za rds .    

 

20 02  

[12 ]  To l k i en ,  J .  R .  R .  The  Hi s to ry  o f  Mi ddle - ea r th  I ndex .  Ed .  

Chr i s t opher  To l k ien .  London :  Ha rper,  2002 .  

Cov ers  t he  va r ious  indexes  conta ined  i n  the  w hol e  HM.   

I t  p rov i des  t he  rea ders  a l l  the  peopl e s ,  p la ces ,  a nd  o t her  

s ig n i f i ca nt  en t r i es  o f  Mi ddl e - ea rt h  in  a l phabe t i ca l  order.  
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4 .  Biogra phi ca l  In fo rmat i on   

 

19 76  

[13 ]  Ki l by,  C ly de  S .  To lk i en  &  T he  S i lma r i l l i on .  Wheat on :  Ha ro l d  

Shaw,  1976 .  

A report age  o f  To lk ien  a nd h i s  a t t i tude  to  t ry  t o  compl et e  

S i lm .   T he  m os t  o f  the  i n fo rma t i on  i s  ba sed  on  K i lby ‘s  

in t erv iew  wi t h  To lk i en .   Cha pter  3  and 4  i s  pa rt i cu la r ly  

de ta i l ed  a bout  t he  re l a t i onshi p  b etw een  To l k i en ‘s  work s  

and h i s  Cat ho l i c  fa i t h .  

 

19 77  

[14 ]  Ca rpenter,  Hum phrey.  J .  R .  R .  To lk i en :  A Bi og ra phy .  

London :  Al l en  &  Anwin ,  1977 .  L ondon :  Ha rper,  20 02 .    

The  most  re l ia b le  b i ogra phy  o f  To l k ien .   Carpenter  

succeeded  i n descr ib i ng  To l k ien ‘s  c onvers i on  o f  a  Cat ho l i c  

and the  pro cess  he  ha d  a  s t rong  int erest  about  m yth  and  

l egend o f  Europe  in  det a i l .   I t  show s  To l k i en ‘s  r e l i g i ous  

mind  and  l ong i ng  fo r  my th  t ha t  a re  a ss i mi la t ed  in  h i s  

thoug ht .  

 

19 81  

 [1 5 ]  Crabbe ,  K atha ry n  F.  J .  R .  R .  To l k i en .  N ew  York :  U nga r,  

1981 .    

An  a ut hor ‘s  s tudy  t hat  e x pla i ns  t he  cont ent s  o f  S i l m.   I t  
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eva luat es  S i lm a s  t he  co re  o f  To l k ien ‘s  w orks  a nd t he  

most  d i f f i cu l t  t o  underst and  pa r t  b e cause  o f  i t s  l eng th  

and la ck  o f  uni ty.  

 

[16 ]  Pearce ,  J oseph .  To lk i en :  Man  and  My th .  1 998 .  London :  

Ha rper,  1 999 .  

An author ‘s  s t udy  b ook  that  mai n ly  owes  to  the  

b iog ra phi ca l  f ac t s .   Eva l uat es  S i lm a s  t he  b as i s  o f  h i s  

who l e  w orks ,  and  po i nt s  ou t  To lk i en  wa s  o f ten  

‗m i sunderstood ‘ by  c r i t i c s  w ho  a re  cons i ders  my th  a s  

mere  i l lus i on  a nd product s  o f  es ca pi sm.   Cha pt er  6  

show s  the  s imi lar i t i e s  b etw een  S i lm  and Genes i s ,  

Mil t on ‘s  Pa ra di se  L os t ,  a nd  Aug ust i ne  Theo l ogy.    
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5 .  Seconda ry  Sources  

 

19 78  

[17 ]  F oste r,  Robert .  The  Complete  Gui de  t o  Mi ddle - ea rt h :  

Tolk i en ‘s  Wor l d  f rom A t o  Z .  Rev.  ed .  N ew York :  Ba l l ant i ne ,  1978 .  

An  i ndex  o f  t he  te rm s,  nam e o f  t he  p la ces  a nd  peopl e ,  

th i ng s ,  a nd  h i s to r i ca l  event s  about  L R,  S i l ,  a nd  Hobb i t .   

A l l  the  te rms  a re  a rra nged  a ccord i ng  t o  a l pha bet i ca l  

order.   Each  i t em ha s  deta i l ed  expla nat i o n  a nd  source  

o f  t he  i n fo rmat i on .  

 

[18 ]  Ma thew s ,  Ri cha rd .  L ig ht n i ng  f rom a  Clea r  Sky :  To l k ien ,  T he  

Tr i l ogy,  and  the  S i lma r i l l i on .  Sa n  Berna rdi no :  Borgo ,  1 978 .  

Summa ri zes  To lk ien ‘s  ma jo r  works  a s  a  g enera l  g u i de .   

Eva l uat es  S i lm a s  a  my t h  ra t her  t han  a  nove l  b e ca use  o f  

i t s  narra t iv e ‘s  pe cu l ia r i ty,  a nd  pos i t i ons  i t  a s  a  pr imary  

source  o f  L R.   Mat hew s  say s  t hat  S i l m represents  the  

Chr i s t i an  mora l  by  t he  N ort hern  myt hi c  fo rm.  

 

19 81  

[19 ]  Helm s ,  Ra nde l .  To l k ien  a nd t he  S i l ma r i l s :  Im agenat i on  a nd 

My th i n  ―T he  S i l ma r i l l i on . ‖  New  York :  Houghton ,  1981 .  

―De l i nea tes  To l k ien ‘s  g l a dfu l  c reat i on ,  a nd  t ra ces  some 

o f  t he  sources ,  ana log ues ,  themes  a nd pub l i ca t i on  

h i s to ry  o f  T he  S i lmar i l l i on  a nd show s  i t s  re la t i onshi p  t o  
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Tolk i en ‘s  o ther  works .   Tra ces  a s  in f l uences  f rom  

Wil l iam Morr i s ,  the  Bib l e ,  Mi l t on ,  the  Ka l eva l a ,  the  

Mabi nog ian ,  a nd  t he  El der  Edda . ‖   [J ohnson ,  J ud i th  A .  

J .  R .  R .  To l k ien :  S ix  D ecades  o f  Cr i t i c i sm .  

Bib l i og ra phi es  a nd I ndexes  in  Wor l d  L i t .  6 .  Westport :  

Greenw ood.  211 ]  

 

[20 ]  I saa cs ,  N e i l  D .  ―O n the  N eed  fo r  Wr i t i ng  To l k i en  Cr i t i c i sm. ‖  

Ed.  Nei l  D .  I saa cs  and  Rose  A .  Z i mba rdo .  To lk i en :  New Cri t i ca l  

Perspect iv es .  Lex ingt on :  U P o f  K entucky,  1981 .  1 -7 .    

Revi ew o f  t he  c r i t i ca l  t endency  on  To lk i en ‘s  w orks  up  t o  

1981 .   Eva l uat es  S i l m  i s  not  a rgued  enoug h,  so  tha t  i t  i s  

only  use fu l  to  proo f  the  re la t i onshi p  be tw een  To l k ien ‘s  

mot i vat i on  f o r  w r i t i ng  a nd h i s  Chr i s t ian  fa i t h ,  w i th  a  

c i ta t i on  f rom P a ul  K ocher ‘s  book .  

 

[21 ]  K ocher,  Pa ul .  ― Mi ddle -ea rt h :  An  Ima gina ry  Worl d?‖  Ed.  Ne i l  

D.  I saa cs  and  Rose  A .  Z imb ardo .  To l k ien :  New  Cri t i ca l  

Perspect iv es .  Lex ingt on :  U P o f  K entucky,  1981 .  117 -132 .    

Wi t h  a  c i ta t i on  f rom FS ,  proo f s  t he  s imi la r i t y  o f  

geog raphi ca l ,  h i s to r i ca l ,  b i o l og i ca l  e l em ent s  o f  

Mi ddle - ea rt h  a nd rea l  wor l d .   Po i nt s  ou t  t he  

s imi la r i t i e s  be t ween  t he  charac te r i s t i c  and  l o ca t i on  o f  

the  Undy ing  La nds  o f  S i l m a nd Ce l t i c  ta l e ,  im ra m a .    
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[22 ]  McLel la n ,  J oseph .  ―F rodo  a nd t he  Cosmos :  Re f l e c t i ons  on  

‗T he  S i l ma r i l l i on ‘ . ‖  Ed .  Ne i l  D .  I saa cs  and  Rose  A .  Z im ba rdo .  

To lk i en :  New Cri t i ca l  Perspec t ives .  L ex ingt on :  UP o f  K entucky,  

1981 .  163 -1 67 .  

Int roduces  S i lm  a s  a  predecessor  o f  L R.   Em pha sizes  

S i lm ‘s  im porta nce  to  understa nd t he  w or l dv i ew o f  

To lk i en ‘s  w orks  that  cons i ders  ev ery  event  a s  the  

com ponent  o f  t he  wor l d  i t se l f ,  f o r  the  ev ent s  o f  S i lm i s  

to l d  i n  L R a s  h i s to r i ca l  fa ct s .  

 

[23 ]  West ,  R i cha rd  C .  To lk i en  Cr i t i c i sm:  An  Annota ted  Checkl i s t .  

The  Ser i f  Ser.  39 .  Kent :  K ent  Sta t e  UP,  1981 .  

An  annotat ed  b i b l i og ra phy  o f  the  pr i ma ry  source s  and  

c r i t i ca l  e s say s  about  To l k ien ‘s  works  i nc lud i ng  book  

rev iew s  a nd P h.D.  d i s se rta t i on .   Ab out  c r i t i ca l  

re sponses ,  th i s  book  conta i ns  7 55  se conda ry  ma ter ia l s  

f rom 1920 s  to  1981 .   P rov i des  three  ca teg or i zes  o f  

mat er i a l s  and  i ndex es  in  a l pha bet i ca l  o rder :  l i s t  o f  

Tolk i en ‘s  wr i t ing s ,  l i s t  o f  books ,  l i s t  o f  t he  e ssay ‘s  t i t l e s ,  

checkl i s t  o f  D i sser ta t i ons ,  a nd  in fo rmat i on  o f  ma j or  f an  

organi za t i ons  and pub l i ca t i ons .   

 

[24 ]  Wi cher,  Andrze j .  ―T he  Art i f i c ia l  Myt ho l ogy  o f  T he  

S i lma r i l l i on  by  J .  R .  R .  To l k ien . ‖  Kwa rta l n i k  Neo f i l o l og i czny  28 .  

3 -4  (19 81 ) :  399 -4 05 .  
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Ins i s t s  on  t he  sources  o f  S i l m a re  bot h  the  Bib le  a n d  the  

Greek /N ordi c  my th .   The  deg radat i on  o f  the  c reatures  

and t he i r  r e la t i onship s  be tween  God a nd t he  h igher  

c rea ture  than  one ‘s  ow n  race  i s  a f f e c t ed  by  Chr i s t ia n  

be l i e f ,  a nd  t he  b at t l e  be tween  t he  heroes  a nd t he  ev i l  

c rea tures  a re  i n f luenced  f rom N or ther n  saga .   These  

two  cha ra c te r i s t i c s  a re  ga thered  tog et her  by  the  t ra g i c  

mood  a nd f i na l  l os s  a f t er  t he  v i c t ory,  be ca use  i t  r e f l e c ts  

tha t  To l k ien ‘s  f e e l ing  about  the  d i sa ppea ra nce  o f  every  

myt ho l og i ca l  be l i e f  i s  pa ra l l e l ed  wi th  the  predomi nance  

o f  Chr i s t ia n i t y.  

 

19 82  

[25 ]  Shi ppey,  T.  A .  T he  Roa d to  Middle - ea rt h .  L ondon :  Al l en  a n d  

Unwi n ,  198 2 .  

Ex pla i ns  the  connect i on  b etw een  Tol k ien ‘s  c rea t iv i ty  

and t he  sources  o f  h i s  inspi ra t i on .   D i s cusses  the  

cont r ib ut i on  o f  S i lm a nd UT t o  To lk i en ‘s  my th - cy c l e ,  

showi ng  how To l k ien ‘s  more  ‗ d i f f i cu l t ‘ w orks  can  b e  rea d  

en j oyab ly  a nd se r i ous ly  by  rea ders  o f  h i s  ea r l i e r  books .   

[h t t p : / /w ww.a ma zon . com/ exec /ob i dos / tg / det a i l / - / 06 18257

608 /q i d=1097 171 436 /s r= 8 -1 / re f= sr_8_x s_a p_ i1 _xg l 14 /10

2 -0038 638 -97449 48?v= g lance& s=b ooks&n=5 07846 ]   

 

19 83  
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 [2 6 ]  F l i eg er,  Ver ly n .  Spl i nt e red  l i ght :  L og os  a nd  La nguage  i n  

To lk i en ' s  Wor l d .  Gra nd Ra pi ds :  WM.  B .  Erdma ns ,  1983 .    

D i s cusses  t he  i m ages  o f  L ight  a nd D arkness  i n  To lk ien ‘s  

worl d  and the i r  mea ning ,  e spec i a l l y  these  m ot i f s  i n  S i lm  

and L R.   Takes  up  To l ki en ‘s  conv ers i on  a s  a n  i m por ta nt  

matt er  am ong  h i s  b i ogra phi ca l  fa ct s ,  a nd  po i nt s  out  t he  

connect i on  b etw een  Chr i s t ia n  v i ew and  t hese  ima ges .  

 

19 84  

[27 ]  El ton ,  Da v is  La rry.  ― A Chr i s t i an  Phi l o sophi ca l  Exa mina t ion  

o f  The  P i c t ure  o f  Ev i l  i n  t he  Wri t ing s  o f  J .  R.  R .  To lk i en . ‖  D iss .  

Sout hweste rn  Ba pt i s t  T heo log i ca l  Semina ry,  19 83 .   

Tr i e s  to  f i nd  Tol k ien ‘s  a est he t i c  l i t e ra ry  presenta t i on  o f  

ev i l  ca n  b e  b est  descr ib ed  a s  a  myst i c  po rt raya l  o f  the  

August i n ia n  c la ss i ca l  Chr i s t ian  v iew o f  ev i l .   Cha pt er Ⅲ

descr ib es  the  my th  o f  t he  o r ig i n  o f  ev i l  a s  port ra yed  i n  

S i lm ,  h i gh l ig ht i ng  To l k i en ‘s  em phas i s  on  t he  doc t r ine  o f  

the  Fa l l  a nd  h i s  re l iance  on  a  f r ee -wi l l  ex pla nat i on  o f  the  

or i g in  o f  ev i l .  [ D AI -A44 /12  (1984 ) :  3712 ]   

 

[28 ]  Pur t i l l ,  R i cha rd  L .  J .  R .  R .  To l k ien :  Myt h ,  Mo ra l i ty,  a nd  

Re l ig i on .  San  F ranc i s co :  H a rper,  1984 .   

Sug gest s  t he  bas i c  source  o f  S i l m i s  the  Chr i s t ian  be l i e f ,  

espec ia l l y  the  c reat i on  myt h  (Ainul inda rë ) ,  i n  cha pt er  7 ,  

but  t he  tw o  po i nt s  a re  d i f fe rent  f rom J udeo -Chr i s t ia n  
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theo l ogy :  A inur ‘s  ro l e  a s  ‗ subcre at ors ‘ ,  a nd  t he i r  

male / f emal e  fea ture .   Ana ly s i s  these  d i f fe rences  as  

Tolk i en ‘s  a r t i s t i c  w r i t i ng  t e chnique  t o  use  paga n  

myt ho l ogy  to  represent  Chr i s t ia n i ty,  l ike  Rena i ssance  

Chr i s t i an  a rt i s t s .  

 

[29 ]  Rawl s ,  Mel anie .  ―T he  F em inine  P r inc i p l e  in  To l k ien . ‖  

My thl o re  38  (198 4 ) :  5 -13 .   

Ins i s t s  on  t he  ba lance  o f  gender  and the  ba lance  o f  t he  

word ‘s  condi t i on  e f f e c t  on  ea ch  o t her  i n  To l k ien ‘s  works .   

Rawl s  ana l yzes  t he  m eani ng  o f  ‗m ascul i ne ‘ e l ement s  a nd  

‗ f emini ne ‘ e l ement s  ba sed  on  the  J ung i an  t heory,  a nd  

when t he  w or l d  i s  i n  ‗b ad ‘ c ondi t i on ,  t he  nega t iv e  power  

o f  ea ch  e l ement  i s  opera ted .  

 

19 85  

[30 ]  Burgess ,  Mi chae l .  ―O rom ë and  t he  Wi l d  Hunt :  the  

deve l opm ent  o f  a  myt h . ‖  Mal l orn  22  (1 985 ) :  5 - 11 .  

Ana l yzes  the  s im i lar i t y  b et ween  Orom ë,  one  o f  the  g ods  

in  S i lm ,  a nd  the  ‗Wi l d  Hunt ‘ ,  t he  ha unt ed  hunter  i n  

Northern  Europe  fo l k l o re .   Thi s  i mage  wa s  c rea ted  f rom 

people ‘s  aw e  f or  the  ha rd  w eat her  l i ke  a  t hunders to rm ,  

and t he  El ves ‘ f ea r  w hen t hey  f i r s t  hea r  t he  sound o f  

Orom ë ‘s  r i de  i s  s imi lar  t o  t h i s  r eact i on .    
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[31 ]  Cross l ey,  Robert .  ― A L ong  Da y ‘s  Dy ing :  T he  El ves  o f  J .  R .  R .  

To lk i en  a nd Sy l v ia  Townsend Warner. ‖  Ed .  Ca r l  B .  Yoke  a nd 

Dona ld  M Ha ss l er.  Deat h  a nd Serpent :  Im mort a l i ty  i n  Sc i ence  

F i c t i on  and Fantasy .  Cont r ib ut i ons  t o  t he  S tudy  o f  Sc i ence  

F i c t i on  a nd Fa nt asy.  13 .  West port :  G reenwood,  1 98 5 .  49 -56 .  

Com pa rat iv e  e ssay  on  S i lm a nd Warner ‘s  King doms o f  

E l f in .   Wi t h  a  c i ta t i on  f rom  Mi l ton ‘s  Pa ra dise  L os t ,  

Cross l ey  say s  t he  e lves  i n  ea ch  works  a re  i n  common 

wi th  the  po in t  t hey  ca nnot  f i nd  re st  and  conso la t i on  t he  

wor l d  b ecause  o f  the i r  im mort a l i t y.    

 

[32 ]  Ega n,  T hom as  M.  ― The  S i lm ar i l l i on  and  The  Ri se  o f  Ev i l :  

The  Bi r th  Pa i ns  o f  Middl e -ea r th . ‖  Seven  6  (19 85 ) :  79 -84 .  

An  suppl em enta ry  ex pla na t i on  on  S i lm .   Eg an  de f i nes  

tha t  t he  mai n  concern  o f  To lk i en  as  a  myt hm aker  i s  a  

quest i on  o f  ev i l ,  and  po in ts  out  the  s imi la r i t y  b e tween  

Mel kor / Morg ot h  and Sata n .    

 

[33 ]  Kocher,  Pa u l .  ― I lúv ata r  and  The  Secre t  F i re . ‖  My thl o re  43  

(1985 ) :  36 -37 .    

Ana l yzes  I l úva t ar,  the  g rea test  god  o f  t he  wor l d  i n  

Tolk i en ‘s  w orks .   The  three  nam es  o f  the  God ,  I l ùvatar,  

Eru ,  a nd  the  O ne  sug gest  a  k i nd  o f  t r i n i t y,  a nd  ‗ t he  

Secre t  F i re ‘ m ea ns  the  e te rn i t y  o f  i t s  power.  Beca use  o f  

i t s  pow er  a nd t he  re la t i onshi p  betw een  ‗ the  F i re ‘ ( the  
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l i ght ) ,  K ocher  ins i s t s  t hat  t he  i n f luence  o f  Chr i s t i an i ty  

was  not  l o s t  upon  Tol k i en ‘s  works .   

   

19 86  

[34 ]  F l i eg er,  Ver l yn .  ―Nami ng  the  Unna mea b le :  The  Neopla t oni c  

‗O ne ‘ in  To l k ien ‘s  Si lma ri l l i on . ‖  Ed .  T homa s  Halt on  and J osep f  P.  

Wi l l ima n.  Wa shi ngt on  D C:  Cat ho l i c  U  o f  Am er.  P,  1 986 .  12 7 -132 .  

An  phi l o sophi ca l  ana l ys i s  o f  S i lm.   Po i n ts  out  t hat  

Tolk i en ‘s  descr i p t i on  on  I l úva ta r  i s  i n  com mon  wi t h  the  

Neopla toni c  t hought s  ab out  t he  G od  t hat  cons i der  h im a s  

‗ t he  One ‘ .   I l úva tar ‘s  a no ther  na me,  Eru ,  m ea ns  a  nam e 

f o r  unnamabl e  one ,  a nd  i t s  concept  i s  c l o se  to  Dionys i us ‘ 

consept  o f  Ho ly  N ames .    

 

[35 ]  Johnson ,  J udi t h  A .  J .  R .  R .  To l k ien :  S i x  D eca des  o f  

Cr i t i c i sm .  Bib l i ogra phies  a nd Indexes  i n  Wor l d  L i t .  6 .  

West por t :  Greenwood ,  1986 .  

An a nnota ted  b i b l i og ra phy  o f  To lk ien ‘s  pr i ma ry  works  

and c r i t i ca l  e s sa ys  a bout  the  works  f rom 1922  t o  1984 .   

Cha pter  3  conta ins  2 1  pr ima ry  source s  and  461  

se conda ry  sources  dur i ng  la s t  10  yea rs ,  a nd  ex presses  

the  rea ders  a nd the  c r i t i cs ‘ re sponse  t owa rd  Si l m  as  a  

kind  o f  ‗ shock ‘ .   How ever,  eva lua tes  i t  as  ‗a n  

in t erest i ng  source  b ook ‘ t hat  he l ps  To l k ien ‘s  s cho l ar  t o  

deepen  the i r s  unders tand i ng .    
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[36 ]  Mende ,  L i sa  Anne .  ―Gondo l in ,  Mina s  Ti r i th  a nd the  

Euca ta st rophe . ‖  My thl o re  48  (198 6 ) :  37 -40 .  

Po in t s  out  t he  s i mi lar i ty  be tween  the  ep i sode  o f  Mi nas  

Ti r i t h  in  LR  and  Gondo l i n  in  S i l m.   T he i r  l o ca t i on  a nd  

po l i t i ca l  pos i t i on  in  Middl e -ea r t h  a re  s i mi la r  t o  ea ch  

o t her,  and  bo th  ep i sodes  represent  To l k i en ‘s  re l i g i ous  

mora l s :  confess i on ,  ab so lu t i on ,  re surrect i on ,  and  

euca ta st rophe .    
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[37 ]  Agøy,  N i l s  I v ar.  ― A N oda l  S truct ure  i n  To l k ien ‘s  Ta le s  o f  t he  

F i r s t  Ag e? ‖  My th lor e  50  (1987 ) :  2 2 -25 .    

Com pa res  t he  ep i sodes  tha t  a re  sha red  in  S i l m,  LR ,  

Hob b i t ,  a nd  HM and d i s cusses  To lk ien ‘s  t endency  to  use  

the  sa me i mag e s  a nd t o  rev i se  the  sa me epi sodes  

repeat edly.   The  s imi la r  ep i sodes  w hi ch  a ppears  i n  

these  s t or i e s  he lp  to  underst a nd t he  ‗nodes ‘ in  t he  

severa l  s t o r i e s ,  and  rev ea l s  the  po i nt s  a nd  t hem es  tha t  

To lk i en  wa s  most  int e rest ed  i n .  

 

[38 ]  Eva ns ,  Rob ley.  ―To l k ien ‘s  Wor ld -Creat i on :  Deg enerat iv e  

Recurrence . ‖  My t hlo re  51  (19 87 ) :  5 -8 ,  47 .  

Ex pla i ns  the  na rrat i ve  s t ruct ure  o f  S i lm a nd L R.   Ev ans  

se t s  degenera t i ve  re currences  as  the  main  p lo t  o f  

Tolk i en ‘s  works  b ecause  the  c reat i on  a nd the  dest ruc t i o n  
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are  o ccurs  a l t ernat e ly  in  S i l m a nd L R.   Po i nt s  ou t  the  

fa c t s  t hat  ― c reat i on‖  a lwa ys  conta ins  t he  seeds  o f  

degenera t i on  tha t  caused  by  hav i ng  t he  des i re  t o  make  

and possess  b e t te r  th i ng ,  and  ― possess iveness‖  i s  

s ig n i f i ca nt  key  t o  dest ruct  a  person ,  a  nat i on ,  and  o rder  

o f  t he  wor l d .    
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[39 ]  G reenma n,  Dav i d .  ― The  S i lma r i l l i on  a s  Ar i s to te l i an  

Epi c -Tra gedy. ‖  Mythl o re  53  (1988 ) :  20 -25 .  

Ind i ca t es  Ar i s t o t l e ‘s  Poet i c s  i n f luences  S i lm  a nd  i ns i s ts  

Tolk i en  ex pa nds  Ar i s to t l e ‘s  no t i ons  by  the  ma tt ers  o f  

l ang uage ,  spect a c l e ,  ma gni tude ,  and  p lo t .   I n  t he  l ev e l  

o f  cha ra ct e rs ,  F ëanor,  Thi ng o l ,  and  F inrod ‘s  fa t e  and 

persona l i ty  a re  presented  a s  t he  exam ples  o f  ― ha m art i a ‖  

in  G reek  t ragedy.   

 

[40 ]  Ve i t h ,  Gene  Edwa rd .  ― Fa nta sy  a nd  the  Tra di t i on  o f  

Chr i s t i an  Art . ‖  My thl o re  53  (198 8 ) :  34 -37 .    

Ana l yzes  Chr i s t ian i ty  a s  t he  b ackg rounds  o f  many  

aut hors  o f  modern  fa nt asy  l i t e ra t ure ,  such  a s  To l k ien ,  

Lewi s ,  Ma c kD onald .   Ve i th  shows  t he  ar t ‘s  t ra di t i on  

and way  o f  ex press  w hen i t  ha s  oc cur red  in  a nc ient  

Greece ,  and  the  pro cess  t hese  had  ming led  wi th  

Chr i s t i an i ty.    
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[41 ]  Broa dw el l ,  E l i za be th .  ― Essë  and Na rn :  Nam e,  Ident i ty,  and  

Narrat ive  i n  the  Ta le  o f  T úr in  Tura mba r. ‖  My thl ore  64  (1990 ) :  

34 -44 .    

Ana l yzes  the  m agi ca l  a spec t s  o f  t he  nami ng  a s  t he  

f i g urat i on  o f  i ndiv i dua l  o r  so c ia l  i dent i ty  that  i s  

exam pl ed  by  T úr i n  and h i s  va r i ous  pseudonym s.   His  

nam es  and these  m ea ning s  int er re la t e  wi t h  t he  

na rrat iv e  o f  h i s  chec kered  l i f e ,  s o  tha t  t hese  enha nce  the  

main  p l o t  and  t he  t rag i c  m ood  o f  the  s t ory.    

 

[42 ]  Prov os t ,  Wi l l i am.  ―La ngua ge  a nd My th  in  the  Fanta sy  

Wri t i ng s  o f  J .  R .  R .  To l k ien . ‖  Modern  Age  33 .1  (1 9 90 ) :  43 -52 .  

Takes  up  t he  ‗m ythi ca l  e l em ent s ‘ o f  l a nguage  a nd  i t s  

act i on  in  To lk i en ‘s  w orks ,  e spec ia l l y  Si lm a nd L R.   Ev i l  

l ang uage  i s  the  language  o f  power  used  t o  f or ce  a  

c rea ture  i nt o  prede te rmined  pat te rn s ,  on  t he  o ther  hand  

good  langua ge  m eans  t ru th  a nd a ccept ing  t he  f ree  wi l l  o r  

rea lness  o f  a l l  c reat i on .   

 

[43 ]  Sym e,  Ma rg aret  Rut h .  ―To l k ien  a s  Gospe l  Wri t er. ‖  D iss .  

Mcgi l l  U ,  1989 .  

Cit i ng  To lk i en ‘s  evange l i c  theory  in  F S,  Syne  eva luat es  

To lk i en  a s  a  g ospe l  w r i te r  w ho  uses  the  a l l us i ons  t o  

b ib l i ca l  and  c la ss i ca l  m yt ho l ogy.  Descr ib es  To l k ien ‘s  
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e f f o r t  t o  prov i de  h i s  ta l e  wi t h  a  cons i s tent  Chr i s t ia n  

po i nt  o f  v i ew i s  l es s  success fu l ,  f o r  h i s  po rt raya l  o f  Ev i l  

i s  s l i g ht ly  w eak .  [ D AI -A50 /04  (19 89 ) :  973 ]  
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[44 ]  Ba rn f i e l d ,  Mari e .  ― Ce l t i c  I n f l uences  on  the  Hi st o ry  o f  F i r s t  

Age . ‖  Mal lo rn  28  (199 1 ) :  2 -6 .  

Po in t s  ou t  tha t  S i l m  a nd LR  conta i n  ma ny  Ce l t i c  

in f l uences  i n  sp i te  o f  To l k ien ‘s  denia l .   As  the  proo f ,  

Ba rn f i e l d  l i s t s  t he  cha ra c te r i s t i c s  o f  t he  Elves  and the i r  

sa i l i ng  to  the  West .   

 

[45 ]  Bea ch ,  Sa ra h .  ―F i re  and I ce :  The  Tra di t i ona l  Hero ine  in  T he  

S i lma r i l l i on . ‖  Mythl o re  67  (1991 ) :  37 -41 .  

Ana l yzes  four  hero i nes  i n  S i l m us i ng  J ung ia n  t heory,  

the  Fa i r  and  Dark  Hero i nes  arche ty pes .   A f t e r  

d i s cusses  on  t he  pos i t i v e  and  nega t iv e  e l ements  o f  

Tolk i en ‘s  hero i nes ,  Beach  conc l udes  where  the  hero ines  

take  a c t i on  to  a ss i s t  the i r  hero ,  there  i s  a  pos i t i ve  

re su l t  in  the  course  o f  event s .  
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[46 ]  O ‘b r i en ,  Dona l d .  ― The  Genes i s  o f  Arda . ‖  Mal l orn  29  (1992 ) :  

44 -53 .    

A chrono l og i ca l  re co rd  o f  To lk i en ‘s  works  f rom 1916  t o  
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1973 .   Com pa r e s  t he  sa me epi sodes  in  S i lm  a nd i t s  

fo rmer  manuscr i pt s ,  The  Book  o f  Lost  Ta l e s ,  a nd  the i r  

s ta ge  o f  w r i t ing  and t he i r  pro cess  o f  rev i s i ng .   T hrough  

these  pro cesses ,  O ‘Br ien  exami nes  t he  in te r re la t i onship  

betw een  ea ch  works  and  To l k i en ‘s  a t t em pt  t o  ma ke  h i s  

own  my thopoe ia  ha s  a l ready  b egun i n  1910 s .    

 

[47 ]  Roseb ury,  Br ia n .  To l k ien :  A Cr i t i ca l  Assessm ent .  N ew  Yo r k :  

ST.  Ma rt i n ‘s  P,  1 992 .  

Tr i e s  t o  rev ea l  t hat  Tolk i en ‘s  o r i g ina l i t y  and  m oderni t y  

in  each  works  ne i ther  ov er -pra i s i ng  nor  d i sposab l e  v i ew.   

Com pa red  S i l m  to  L R,  Rosebury  sa ys  t hey  a re  

funda menta l ly  d i f fe re nt  f rom each  o ther,  a l thoug h t hey  

share  the  sam e p l aces  and  h i s t o ry.   U nl ike  L R,  t he  mode  

and t he  na rrat iv e  o f  S i l m  a re  fundam enta l ly  da rk ,  a nd  

depi c t  t he  process  o f  co r rupt i on  throug h t he  Aug ust ia n  

theory,  ex pl i c i t l y.     
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[48 ]  D e  Anna ,  L uig i .  ―The  Ma g i c  o f  Words :  J .  R .  R .  To lk i en  and  

Finla nd . ‖  Ed .  K.  J .  Ba t t e rbee .  Scho la rsh i p  &  Fa nta sy :  

Proceedi ng s  o f  T he  To l k ien  P henomenon,  May  1 9 92 ,  Uni vers i t y  

o f  Turku,  F i n la nd .  Turku:  U  o f  Turku,  1993 .  7 -19 .    

Refers  t o  t he  re l a t i onshi p  be tween  To lk i en ‘s  w orks  a nd  

o ld  F inni sh  sa ga ,  Ka leva l a ,  a s  a  source  o f  h i s  i nspi ra t i on .   
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Bei ng  exempl i f i ed  wi t h  Túr i n ‘s  ta l e  i n  Si l m  a nd  

Kul le rvo ‘s  s to ry  in  Kal eva la ,  L uig i  em phas i zes  tha t  

Ka leva la  in f l uences  on  t he  s t ruct ure  o f  S i lm  espec ia l l y  

in  t he  a spect  o f  na rrat iv e  s t ruct ure  a s  t he  t rag i c  myt h .   

 

[49 ]  Dodds ,  Dav id  L l ew el ly n .  ―Techno l ogy  and Sub - c rea t i on :  

Tolk i en ‘s  Al te rnat ive  to  t he  Domina nt  Wor l dv i ew. ‖  Ed .  K.  J .  

Bat te rb ee .  S cho l arsh i p  &  Fanta sy :  P roceeding s  o f  The  To l k ien  

Phenomenon,  Ma y  1992 ,  Uni vers i ty  o f  Turku,  F i n l and .  Turk u:  U  

o f  Turku,  19 93 .  1 65 -186 .  

Refers  t o  t he  s imi la r i ty  be tw een  ‗ t e chno logy ‘ and  

‗ c rea t i on ‘ ,  f o r  they  bo th  a re  in  common wi th  the  i dea  t o  

rea l i ze  the  product s  o f  hum an ‘s  f r ee  wi l l  and  

imag inat i on .   I n  h i s  Chr i s t ia n  v iew,  To l k i en  de f i nes  

c rea t i on  a s  t he  G od ‘s  ac t iv i ty,  so  t hat  Melkor  and  Aul ë ‘s  

c rea t i on  wi t hout  t he  permi ss i on  f rom I lúva t ar  i s  

cons i dered  reb e l l i ous  a c t .   

 

[50 ]  Dur i ez ,  Co l in .  ―Sub - c rea t i on  a nd  To l k ien ‘s  Theo l ogy  o f  

Sto ry. ‖  Ed .  K .  J .  Bat te rb ee .  S cho l arsh i p  &  Fanta sy :  Proceedings  

o f  The  To l k i en  P henomenon,  Ma y  1992 ,  U niv ers i ty  o f  Turku,  

F in la nd .  Turku:  U  o f  Turku,  1993 .  133 -150 .  

Ex pla i ns  Tol k i en ‘s  Chr i s t i an  t heo log y  t hroug h  the  

images  o f  nat ure  and g ra ce  i n  the  s to ry.   Dur i ez  i ns i s ts  

tha t  To l k i en  c rea tes  h i s  f i c t i ona l  wor l d  a s  a  fus ion  o f  t he  
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Chri s t i an  i nwa rdly  and pa gani sm on  t he  sur fa ce ,  t o  

sym bol i ze  t he  hope  o f  Chr i s t ia n i ty  in  pre -Chr i s t ia n  

wor l d  a nd em pha s ize  a nd i t s  e f fe c t  on  the  w or l d .   

 

[51 ]  He inema nn ,  F redr i c  J .  ― To lk i en  a nd O ld  I ce la ndi c  

L i te ra ture . ‖  Ed .  K.  J .  Ba t t e rb ee .  S cho la rsh i p  &  Fant a sy :  

Proceedi ng s  o f  T he  To l k ien  P henomenon,  May  1 9 92 ,  Uni vers i t y  

o f  Turku,  F i n la nd .  Turku:  U  o f  Turku,  1993 .  99 -1 09 .  

Show s  t he  re la t i onshi p  be tw een  S i lm and I ce landi c  saga ,  

in  pa rt i cu lar,  t he  po in t  o f  v i ew about  t he  l i keness  

betw een  t he i r  narrat i ve  s ty l e s .   He i nem ann sug gest s  

tha t  S i l m  conta i ns  t he  t hree  a pparent  cha rac te r i s t i c  o f  

the  saga :  t he  h i s t or i an - l i ke  na rra t ive  v o i ce ,  t he  d ia logue  

whi ch  ty pi f i e s  chara ct e rs  as  a  funct i on ,  and  t he  im pl i c i t  

in t er text ua l i ty  t hat  show s  t he  a ut hor ‘s  f ee l i ng  t owa rd  

the i r  t ra di t i on .   Moreov er,  S i lm ‘s  ep i sodes  o f  t he  

in t ernec i ne  fa mi l y  con f l i c t  and  i nt erwea v ing  o f  doom a re  

comm on  wi t h  the  sag a .   

 

[52 ]  S cu l l ,  Chr i s t ina .  ―T he  I n f luence  o f  Archa eo l ogy  and  Hi st or y  

on  To l k ien ‘s  Wor l d . ‖  Ed .  K.  J .  Bat t erbee .  S cho l arsh i p  &  Fa nt asy :  

Proceedi ng s  o f  T he  To l k ien  P henomenon,  May  1 9 92 ,  Uni vers i t y  

o f  Turku,  F i n la nd .  Turku:  U  o f  Turku,  1993 .  33 -5 1 .  

Inv es t iga t es  t he  cu l tura l  s ources  o f  Middl e -ea r th  

re s i dent s  throug h the  descr ip t i on  o f  the  a rch i t e ct ure .   
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Wit h  t he  re fe rences  f r om  t he  h i s t or i ca l  s t udie s  o f  J .  D .  E .  

L ieb le i n  a nd W.  St uckl ey,  S cu l l  po in ts  ou t  t he  s i m i lar i t y  

betw een  Mi ddl e - ea rt h  a nd rea l  w or l d ,  no t  on ly  Nort hern  

and m ediaeva l ,  b ut  a l so  Egy pt ian ,  Ce l t i c ,  and  Rom an.     

 

[53 ]  Shi ppey,  T.  A .  ―To l k ien  a s  a  Post -Wa r Wri t er. ‖  Ed .  K.J .  

Bat te rb ee .  S cho l arsh i p  &  Fanta sy :  P roceeding s  o f  The  To l k ien  

Phenomenon,  Ma y  1992 ,  Uni vers i ty  o f  Turku,  F i n l and .  Turku:  U  

o f  Turku,  19 93 .  2 17 -236 .  

Sug gest s  the  cha ra ct e r i s t i c  o f  To l k ien ‘s  i dea  about  t he  

nat ure  o f  the  ev i l  i s  pa rt ed  in to  i nner  and outwa rd  one .   

The  fo rmer  t ha t  cons i ders  t he  inner  con f l i c t i on  o r  

wea kness  as  an  enemy i s  b ased  on  the  Chr i s t ia n i ty,  on  

the  o ther  ha nd the  la t te r  t ha t  represent s  t he  bat t l e  

aga inst  an  enem y i s  ba sed  on  Nort hern  hero i c  sag a .    

 

[54 ]  Goug h,  J ohn.  ―To l k i en ‘s  Creat i on  My th  i n  The  

S i lma r i l l i on —Nort hern  or  N ot ? ‖  Chi l dren ‘s  L i te rat ure  i n  

Educa t i on  30 .1  (1993 ) :  1 -8 .  

Tr i e s  to  b reak  down st e reot y pes  about  the  source s  o f  

Tolk i en ‘s  f i c t i ons .   To  f o cus  on  the  ep i sode  o f  ‗ t he  c rea t i on  

o f  t he  w or l d ‘ ,  he  proo f s  t he  s i mi l ar i t y  o f  To lk i en ‘ s  works  

and m yt h  i s  not  on l y  paga n,  but  a l so  Chr i s t ia n .   T he  

s t reng th  o f  t h i s  e ssay  i s  t o  i ns i s t  t hat  t he  b as i s  o f  

Tolk i en ‘s  i dent i t y  i s  Chr i s t ia n i ty,  even  i f  i t  l ooks  pagan on  
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the  sur fa ce .   

 

[55 ]  Ham mond,  Wayne  G .  J .  R .  R .  To l k i en :  A D escr ip t iv e  

Bib l i og ra phy .  Wi nches te r :  St  P aul ‘s  B ib l i og raphi es ;  New Cast l e :  

Oak Knol l ,  1993 .      

An a nnota ted  b ib l i og ra phy  o f  To lk i en ‘s  a l l  p r imary  

works .   Bes i des  h i s  nov e l s  and  pub l i shed  e ssay s  l i ke  F S ,  

th i s  book  covers  h i s  in te rv i ew s ,  s cho l a r ly  e ssay s  as  a  

phi l o l og i s t ,  a nd  pa i nt i n g s  wi t h  de ta i l ed  pub l i ca t i on  

dat a .    
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[56 ]  Agøy,  N i l s  Ivar.  ― Q uid  Hi nie l dus  cum Chri s t o ?  –  New  

Perspect iv es  on  To lk i en ‘s  Theo log i ca l  Di l em ma and h i s  

Sub -Crea t i on  T heory. ‖  Ed .  P atr i c ia  Rey no l ds  a nd Gl en  

Goodnig ht .  P roceedi ng s  o f  the  J .  R .  R .  To lk i en  Ce nt ena ry  

Con fe rence  1992 .  Al ta dena :  My t hopoe i c ;  Mi l ton  Key nes :  The  

To lk i en  Soc ie ty,  1995 :  31 -38 .  

Poin t s  out  s t r i k i ng  pa ra l l e l s  be t ween  To lk i en ‘s  i dea  o f  

sub - c reat i on  a nd Dani sh  theo l og ia n ,  N .  F.  S .  G rundtv ig ‘s  

one .  T hey  bot h  have  a  s t rong  i nt e res t  f o r  Nor th ern  and 

Ang lo -Saxon  my tho logy,  l a ng uag e ,  and  phi l o sophy,  in  

sp i t e  o f  t he i r  pos i t i on  a s  Chr i s t ia n .    

 

[57 ]  Ba rkley,  Chr i s t i ne .  ― Po i nt  o f  View i n  To lk i en . ‖  Ed .  Pat r i c ia  
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Rey nol ds  a nd G len  G oodnig ht .  Proceedi ng s  o f  the  J .  R .  R .  

To lk i en  Cent ena ry  Con ference  199 2 .  Al ta dena :  My thopoe i c ;  

Mi l t on  K eynes :  T he  To l k ien  Soc i e t y,  1995 .  256 -262 .   

Ba sed  on  t he  d iagra m o f  l ev e l s  o f  in te rpreta t i on  b y  

Ha za rd  Adam s ,  examines  To l k ien ‘s  te chnique  o f  us ing  a  

l imi ted  o r  omni sc i en t  po i nt  o f  v i ew.   Because  o f  i t s  need  

fo r  po l i t i ca l  a nd  va st  in te res t ,  t he  na rra to r  o f  S i lm i s  

necessa r i l y  omni sc i ent / t h i rd -person .     

 

[58 ]  Host et te r,  Ca r l  F.  and  Arden  R.  Smi t h .  ― A Myt ho l ogy  fo r  

Eng land . ‖  Ed .  Pat r i c ia  Rey no l ds  a nd Gl en  G oodnig ht .  

Proceedi ng s  o f  t he  J .  R .  R .  To l k i en  Cent ena ry  Confe rence  199 2 .  

Al ta dena :  Myt hopoe i c ;  Mi l t on  K eynes :  T he  To lk i en  Soc i e ty,  19 95 .  

281 -29 0 .  

Rec i te s  t he  f i v e  f i g ures  in  S i lm and HM tha t  show  t he  

in f l uences  f rom  Angl o -Sa xon  l egend .   The i r  ep i sodes  

and m ea nings  o f  nam es  v ouch  fo r  To l k ien ‘s  c reat iv e  

at t em pt  t o  ma ke  h i s  own  st o ry  as  suppor t ing  ep i sode  o f  

rea l  Eng l i sh  h i s t ory.  

 

[59 ]  Houghton ,  J ohn.  ― August i ne  and the  Ai nul i nda lë . ‖  Myt hl ore  

79  (1 995 ) :  4 -8 .  

Poin t s  out  t he  s i mi lar i ty  be tween  August ine ‘s  D e Genes i ,  

a  symb ol i c  in te rpre ta t i on  on  G enes i s  a nd  t he  Ainul inda lë ,  

To lk i en ‘s  c reat i on  my th  o f  Si l m.   Bot h  a ut hors  cons i der  
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the  a nge l s  a s  God ‘s  a gent s  w ho  obey  h im,  and  ca rry  out  

the  c rea t i on  o f  t he  wor l d  i nst ea d  o f  t he  G od.  

  

[60 ]  L ewi s ,  A l ex .  ― Hi st o r i ca l  B ia s  in  t he  Maki ng  o f  The  

S i lma r i l l i on . ‖  Ed .  Pa tr i c ia  Rey no l ds  and  Glen  Go odni ght .  

Proceedi ng s  o f  t he  J .  R .  R .  To l k i en  Cent ena ry  Confe rence  1992 .  

Al ta dena :  Myt hopoe i c ;  Mi l t on  K eynes :  T he  To lk i en  Soc i e ty,  19 95 .  

158 -16 6 .  

Ana l yzes  S i lm  as  an  Eng l i sh  t ra ns la t ed  h i s to r i ca l  

ar ch ive  t hat  w r i t ten  i n  s econda ry  ( i mag i na ry )  w or l d ‘s  

lang uag e .   L ewi s  sugges ts  t hat  the  de fe ct  o f  S i lm ‘s  

na rrat iv e  a s  a  la ck  o f  fa i rness  l i ke  rea l  h i s t o ry  book ,  a nd  

show s  ‗ the  h i s to ry ‘ t o l d  in  Si lm  i s  i n f l uenced  f rom t he  

b iases  a nd one -s i ded  perspec t iv e  b ased  on  t he  a t tempt  to  

just i fy  t he i r  ow n s i de  o f  i t s  au t hors :  E l ves ,  e spec i a l l y  

El rond and h i s  people .   Beca use  o f  t he i r  i nt ent ,  t he  

Morta l s  a nd  reb e l l i ous  minor i ty  o f  E lv es  (Fëa nor i ans ) ‘s  

deeds  a re  d i s t or t ed .   

 

[61 ]  San fo rd ,  Len .  ― The  Fa l l  f rom G ra ce  –  Dec l i ne  a nd Fa l l  i n  

Mi ddle - ea rt h :  Meta phors  f o r  N ordi c  and  Chr i s t ia n  theo l ogy  i n  

The  Lord  o f  t he  Rings  and The  S i lmar i l l i on . ‖  Mal l orn  32  (1995 ) :  

15 -20 .  

Ins i s t s  ‗ t he  fa l l ‘ depi c ted  b y  t he  h i s t o ry  o f  S i l ma r i l s  a nd  

the  downfa l l  o f  N úm enor  a s  t he  m ain  them es  o f  To l k ien ‘s  
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works .   Sa n fo rd  sugges ts  t hat  Nordi c  a nd  Chr i s t ia n  

e l em ent s  coex i s t  in  the  s to ry.   F or  t he  Nordi c  a l l us i on 

about  s t ragg l e  betw een  heroes  and  m onste rs  inner  

enemi es  a l so  m eans  the  i nner  conf l i c t i on  o f  t he  people  

betw een  g ood  a nd ev i l  as  Chr i s t ia n  i mage  o f  menta l  

t r ia l .    

  

[62 ]  S chw ein i cher,  Er i c .  ― Aspec t s  o f  t he  Fa l l  in  The  

S i lma r i l l i on . ‖  Ed .  Pa tr i c ia  Rey no l ds  and  Glen  Goodni ght .  

Proceedi ng s  o f  t he  J .  R .  R .  To l k i en  Cent ena ry  Confe rence  1992 .  

Al ta dena :  Myt hopoe i c ;  Mi l t on  K eynes :  T he  To lk i en  Soc i e ty,  19 95 .  

167 -17 1 .    

Ex pla i ns  t he  ca use  o f  ea ch  ra ce  i n  t he  wor k ‘s  ‗Fa l l ‘ a s  the  

des i re  fo r  furt her  pow er,  possess i veness ,  a nd  mimi cry  o f  

c rea t i on .   Ex em pl i f i ed  by  t he  ep i sode  o f  O r i g ina l  S i n  

and Ada m a nd  Ev e ‘s  ex pul s i on  f rom Ga rden  o f  Eden ,  a nd  

the  pa ssag e  ab out  creat i on  a nd  sub - c rea t i on  i n  FS ,  

Schw ei cher  shows  t hat  these  three  des i re s  are  

cons i dered  a s  the  pro fa ne  o f  the  God ( I l úvat a r ) .    

 

[63 ]  S t .  C la i r,  G lo r ia na .  ― An  Ov erv iew  o f  the  N or thern  

In f luences  on  To l k ien ‘s  Works . ‖  Ed .  Pat r i c ia  Reyno lds  and Glen  

Goodnig ht .  P roceedi ng s  o f  the  J .  R .  R .  To lk i en  Cent ena ry  

Con fe rence  1992 .  Al ta dena :  My t hopoe i c ;  Mi l ton  Key nes :  The  

To lk i en  Soc ie ty,  1995 .  63 -67 .  
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Int roduces  the  Ol d  Norse  L i t erat ure  a nd my tho l ogy,  such  

as  Edda ,  The  Vo l sunga  Saga ,  a nd  Nja l ‘s  Sa ga ,  a s  t he  

sources  o f  To l k i en ‘s  w orks .   The  s i mi la r i t i e s  be tween  

them  a re  sh ow ed  a s  cha ra ct e r i s t i c s  o f  ea ch  ra ces ,  hero i c  

pe rsona l i ty,  and  fa t a l i sm.    

 

19 97  

[64 ]  D rout ,  Michae l  Dav i d  Cra ig .  ― Imi ta t i ng  Fa thers :  Tra di t i on ,  

Inher i ta nce  a nd  the  Reproduc t i on  o f  Cul ture  i n  Ang lo -Sax on  

England . ‖  Diss .  Loyo l a  U  o f  Chi cago ,  1997 .  

D i s cusses  inher i ta nce  and t ra di t i on  that  shape  

Ang lo -Saxon  cu l ture  through the i r  i n f luence  upon  t he  

reproduc t i on  o f  ident i t i e s  a nd  ins t i t ut i ons .  Sugg es t s  

To lk i en  a nd  A lbert  S .  Cook  a s  tw o  in f l uent ia l  

Ang lo -Saxoni st  s cho la rs  o f  t he  Twent ie th  cent ury  who  

t ry  t o  re sur rect  l ong -dea d  Ang l o -Sax oni s t  i dent i t i e s .  

[D AI -A 58 /03  (1 9 97 ) :  334 ]  

 

[65 ]  F l i eger,  Ver l yn .  A Quest i on  o f  Time :  J .  R .  R .  To lk i en ‘s  Roa d  

to  F aë l i e .   K ent :  Kent  Sta te  UP,  1997 .    

Combines  To l k ien ‘s  l ong ing  fo r  Other  Ti me  (pas t )  w i th  

his  not i on  ab out  Fa ë l i e ,  t he  o t her  wor l d  t hat  ha s  a  

d i f fe rent  f l ow o f  t im e ,  e spec ia l l y  in  The  L ost  Roa d a nd  

LR.   I ns i s t s  on  Tol k ien ‘s  th ought  ab out  t he  pa st ‘s  

goodness  i s  connec ted  wi t h  t he  skept i ca l  v i ew fo r  modern  
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so c i e ty,  t he  one  o f  the  m ain  p l o t  o f  h i s  w ho l e  w orks .     

 

[66 ]  I r iga rey,  R i cha rdo  L ui s .  ―To l k ien  a nd Chr i s t ia n  Fa i t h . ‖  D i ss .  

Univers i da d  de  Navarra ,  199 6 .    

Endeav ours  to  s t udy  the  i m pl i c i t  theo l og i ca l  c on tent s  o f  

Tolk i en ‘s  w orks  wi th  a  mat te r  o f  To l k ien ‘s  Chr i s t ia n  

fa i t h .  T hroug h t he  d i s cuss ion  ab out  To l k ien ‘s  l i t era l ly  

myt h,  c rea ture ‘s  ont o logy,  t he  prob l em o f  ev i l ,  

Prov i dence ,  f ree  wi l l ,  a nd  cha ra c t er ‘s  sp i r i tua l  g rowt h .  

[D AI -  C  58 /02  (1 997 ) :  357 ]  
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[67 ]  He in ,  Ro l l and .  Chr i s t ian  My thma kers :  C .  S .  Lewi s ,  

Ma del e i ne  L‘Eng le ,  J .  R .  R .  To l k ien ,  George  Ma cDonald ,  G .  K .  

Chest er ton  &  Ot hers .  1998 .  Chi cago :  Corners tone ,  2002 .  

A handb ook  ab out  the  m odern  Chr i s t ia n  fanta sy  w r i te rs  

and  t he i r  works .   Ex pla i ns  S i lm ‘s  summ ary ,  the  

mea ning  o f  ‗ g ood ‘ and  ‗ ev i l ‘ in  the  w ork ,  and  the  

s imi la r i ty  b et w een  t he i r  cha ra ct e r s  and  b i b l i ca l  

ch a ra cte r s .   

 

 [6 8 ]  Whi t t ingham,  El i zabe th  A .  ―T he  Myt ho logy  o f  t he  

‗A inul inda lë ‘ :  To lk i en ‘s  Crea t i on  o f  Hope . ‖  J FA 9  (1998 ) :  

212 -22 8 .    

Cit i ng  Ro l and Bart hes ‘s  t heory  about  m yt h ,  eva luat es  
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the  cha ra c te r i s t i c  o f  t he  Ai nu l inda lë  i s  a  na tura l i za t i on  

o f  the  w or l d .   Throug h t he  ana ly s i s  on  t he  three  

importa nt  e l ement s  in  S i lm :  t he  s t rugg l e  be tw een  good  

and ev i l ,  t he  suprema cy  o f  I lúv at ar,  a nd  susta i n ing  hope ,  

Whi t t i ng ham sta tes  t he  Ainul inda lë  i s  a  m yt h  that  he l ps  

the  peopl e  o f  Middle - ea rt h  to  understa nd  t he  Worl d ‘s  

order.  

 

19 99  

[69 ]  Ga rb ow ski ,  Chr i s t opher.  ―T he  h i s t o ry  o f  Mi dd le -Ea r th :  f rom 

a  Myt ho l ogy  fo r  Eng la nd  t o  a  Recovery  o f  the  Rea l  Ea rt h . ‖  

Mal l on  37  (1999 ) :  21 -27 .  

Anal yzes  t he  my thi c  e l ement s  i n  To lk i en ‘s  w orks  based  

on  Vi c to r  E .  F rankl ‘s  ex i s t ent i a l  ana l y s i s ,  To l k ien ‘s  

‗ sub - c reat i on ‘ t heory,  a nd  the  b iog ra phi ca l  fa ct s .   

Sug ge st s  Tol k ien  cons i ders  ‗ sub - c reat i on ‘ a s  a  re f l ec t i on  

o f  t he  rea l  ev ent s  i n  t he  w or l d  a nd  a  too l  t o  re cov er  f r om 

the  wound.   I n  S i lm,  the  t a le  o f  Túr in  and the  Fa l l  o f  

Gondo l in  a re  re f l e c t s  To lk i en ‘s  t rauma t i c  ex per i ence  i n  

WWⅠ .   

 

[70 ]  Ti mmons ,  D anie l  Pat r i ck .   ― Mi rror  on  Mi ddle -ea r th :  J .  R .  R .  

To lk i en  and  t he  Cr i t i ca l  Perspec t ives . ‖  D i ss .  U  o f  Tront o ,  1998 .  

Genera l  h i s t o ry  o f  To l k i en  s t udy  t hat  i nc ludes  t he  

aut hor ‘s  se l f - c r i t i c i sm.   S ugg es t s  the  pub l i ca t i on  o f  h i s  
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three  mai n  w orks ,  Hobb i t ,  LR ,  and  S i lm  a s  the  im porta nt  

s ta ge  t hat  in f l uences  on  the  c r i t i ca l  t endency,  a nd  

d i s cusses  cr i t i ca l  r e sponse s  towa rd  them .   [ D AI -A 60 /01  

(1999 ) :  143 ]  

 

20 00  

[71 ]  Eg g in ton ,  Mark .  ―To lk i en ‘s  Corrupt  Wor l d . ‖  Amon Hen  164  

(2000 ) :  20 -22 .  

Po in t s  ou t  t hat  t he  m ost  out st and ing  t hem e  o f  To l k ien ‘s  

works ,  in c l udes  S i lm,  i s  co r rupt i on .   T hroug h t he  

s t ruct ure  o f  t he  good  a nd t he  ev i l — t he  g ood  s tay  good  

and the  good  turns  ba d / t he  ba d  a lways  b een  ba d  s ta ys  

bad— show s  the  f i rm ness  o f  the  b i na ry  b et ween  g ood  and  

ev i l .  

 

[72 ]  Eva ns ,  Jonat han .  ―T he  Dra gon -Lore  o f  Mi ddle - ea rt h :  

Tolk i en  and Ol d  Eng l i sh  a nd Ol d  Norse  Tra di t i on . ‖  Ed .  Geprge  

Cla rk  and  Da nie l  Timmons .   J .  R .  R .  To l k ien  a nd Hi s  L i te ra ry  

Resona nces .  Contr ib ut i ons  t o  t he  St udy  o f  Sc i ence  F i c t i on  and  

Fant asy.  89 .   West port :  G reenwood,  2000 .  21 -38 .  

Focuses  on  the  drag on  a s  a  m ot i f  o f  ev i l  m onste r  a nd i t s  

s lay i ng  by  the  hero  a s  a  na rra t ive  ty pe  i n  To l k ien ‘s  

works ,  a nd  seeks  the  root s  o f  them i n  Beow ul f  a nd  

Vö l sung a  Sa ga .   The  ep i sode  o f  Túr in ‘s  bat t l e  a ga inst  

Glaul ung  t he  dra gon  in  S i l m i s  a ppa rent ly  i n f luenced  by  
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Northern  a nd m edi eva l  t ra di t i on  o f  d rag on  l o re ,  as  a  

mixt ure  o f  the  ―S i gurd‖  t y pe  and ―Thor‖  ty pe  t ha t  

cat eg or i zed  by  Axe l  Ol r i k .     

  

[73 ]  Kocher,  P a ul  H.  ― A Myt ho l ogy  f o r  Eng l and . ‖  Ed .  Ha ro l d  

Bloom.  J .  R .  R .  To lk i en :  Modern  Cr i t i ca l  Vi ew s .  Phi la de l phia :  

Che l sea  House ,  2 000 .  103 -111 .  

Ex pla nat i ons  a bout  To l k i en ‘s  funda menta l  a im o f  

wr i t ing  t o  c reat e  ‗ the  o r ig ina l  m y th ‘ f o r  Eng la nd a nd i t s  

cons i derab l e  source  o f  i nspi ra t i on :  Norse - I ce la ndi c  Edda  

and the  Ka leva l a .   How ev er,  K ocher  em pha s i zes  t he i r  

connect i on  i s  mai n ly  in  t he  l eve l  o f  t he  prose  (na rrat ive )  

s ty l e  a nd  t rag i c  mat te rs ,  f o r  To l k ien  a ccept s  the  

d i f fe rent  w or l dv i ew f o r  the  ep i sodes  o f  t he  c rea t i on  a nd  

the  end  o f  the  wor l d ,  pos i t i on ing  o f  t he  gods ,  a nd  t he  

fa t a l i sm.   I lúvatar,  t he  mig ht i es t  G od  a nd the  

indiv i dua l  f r ee  wi l l  a re  more  i mporta nt  in  S i l m and  

o t her  works .    

 

[74 ]  N oa d,  Char l es  E .  ―O n  the  Const ruc t i on  o f  ‗The  

S i lma r i l l i on ‘ . ‖  Ed .  Ver ly n  F l i eger  and Ca rl  F.  Hote t te r.  Tolk i en ‘s  

Legenda r i um:  Essa ys  on  The  Hi st o ry  o f  Mi ddl e -ea r th .  

Cont r ib ut i ons  t o  t he  St udy  o f  Sc i ence  F i c t i on  a nd  Fa nta sy.  8 6 .  

West por t :  Greenwood ,  2000 .  31 -6 7 .  

Chrono log i ca l  r e co rd  o f  To l k ien ‘s  wr i t ing  pro cess  o f  Si lm ,  
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with  t he  re la t i onshi p  b etw een  a  m ount  o f  ma nuscr i pt s  in  

HM.   Ex pla i ns  how To lke i n  s t i ck  a  ba lance  b et ween  h i s  

int erest s  fo r  N ort hern  m yt h  o r  medieva l / Ang lo -Saxon  

l egends  a nd  h i s  i dea  to  re c reat e  t he  l o s t  myt h  o f  Eng la nd  

in  t he  rea l  wor l d .    

 

[75 ]  Senio r,  W.  A .  ― Loss  Et erna l  i n  J .  R .  R .  To lk i en ‘s  

Mi ddle -ea rt h . ‖  Ed .  George  Cla rk  and Da nie l  Ti mm ons .   J .  R .  R .  

To lk i en  a nd His  L i te ra ry  Resona nces .  Cont r ibut i ons  t o  the  S tudy  

o f  Sc i ence  F i c t i on  a nd Fa ntasy.  8 9 .  West port :  Greenw ood ,  200 0 .  

173 -18 2 .    

Combines  the  out sta ndi ng  them e o f  To lk i en ‘s  works  

in c ludes  S i l m,  sense  o f  l os s ,  w i th  the  t ra g i c  m ood  o f  

Northern  my th .   A f t e r  t he  re fe rence  o f  many  c r i t i c s ‘ 

opi n i ons ,  Senio r  eva luat es  S i lm a s  t he  ba s i s  o f  L R  that  

ex pla ins  h i s  theory  to  ima g ine  the  fut ure ‘s  hope  f rom t he  

pa st ‘s  l o s s  a nd  des t ruc t i on .    

 

[76 ]  Shi ppey,  T.  A .  J .  R .  R .  To l k ien :  Aut hor  o f  the  Cent ury .  

London :  Ha rperCol l ins ,  2000 .  

Eva l uat es  To l k i en  a nd h i s  works ,  e spec ia l l y  LR ,  a s  one  

o f  t he  mos t  s ig n i f i cant  b ook  i n  t he  20 t h  cent ury.   A l so  

exami nes  t he  fundam enta l  i m porta nce  o f  S i lm  t o  t he  

ca non  o f  To l k ien ‘s  work .   

[h t t p : / /w ww.a ma zon . com/ exec /ob i dos / tg / det a i l / - / 06 18257
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594 /q i d=1097 176 690 /s r= 1 -2 / re f= sr_1_2 / 102 -00386 38 -974

4948?v=g la nce& s=books ]  

 

[77 ]  S ly,  D ebb i e .  ― Weav i ng  N et s  o f  G loom:  ‗D arkness  Pro found ‘ in  

To lk i en  and Mi l t on . ‖  Ed .  G eorg e  Cla rk  and Dani e l  Timmons .   J .  

R .  R .  To lk i en  and  Hi s  L i t e ra ry  Resona nces .  Cont r ib ut i ons  t o  t he  

St udy  o f  Sc i ence  F i c t i on  a nd F ant asy.  89 .  West port :  G reenwood,  

2000 .  109 -119 .  

Ana l yzes  S i lm a s  a  s to ry  o f  l ong  ser i e s  o f  c rea t i ons  and  

fa l l s  t hroug h t he  m ot i f s  o f  sha p ing  t he  w or l d ,  t hrough  

the  com pa r i ng  o f  b ib l i ca l  a l l us i on  i n  Mi l t on ‘s  Pa ra di se  

Lost .   Whi l e  Mi l t on ‘s  re l i g i ous  v i ew i s  ba sed  on  

Prot es ta nt i sm,  To lk i en  b e l i eves  Roma n Ca tho l i c ,  s o  tha t  

S i lm and  i t s  syst em  o f  w or l d  a re  medi eva l .   T he  

d i f fe rences  b e tw een  them  a re  showed as  t he  ev i l  f i gure ,  

the  i mage  o f  darkness ,  a nd  t he  funct i on  o f  f emal e  

cha ra cte rs .    

 

20 01  

[78 ]  Cha nce ,Jea n .  A My tho logy  fo r  Eng la nd .  L ex ingt on :  UP o f  

Kentucky,  2001 .   

Begi nning  To l k i en ‘s  a i m o f  w r i t i ng  to  c reat e  ‗a  

myt ho l ogy  f o r  Eng la nd ‘ ,  Chance  a na ly zes  the  

re l a t i onsh ip  b et ween  my th  a nd  ea ch  work .   S i lm i s  

pos i t i oned  a s  a  ― l os t  book‖  be ca use  o f  i t s  cha ra ct er i s t i c  
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as  a  h i s to ry  b ook  o f  Mi ddle - ea rt h  and i t s  l a ck  o f  t he  

com ple te  f o rm.    

 

[79 ]  Hey dt .  Bruce .  ―J .  R .  R .  To lk ien . ‖  Bri t i sh  Her i tag e  22 .6  

(2001 ) :  14 -16 .  

A b i og ra phi ca l  es say  ab out  To l k ien .   Re fe rs  t o  h i s  

int erest  i n  myt hs ,  a nd  pos i t i ons  S i lm  a s  a  t r igg er  o f  h i s  

l i f e - l ong  c reat i ve  ac t iv i ty.   A l l udes  to  h i s  pe r f e ct i on i sm ,  

and sugges ts  i t  causes  S i lm ‘s  i ncompl et i on .    

 

20 02  

[80 ]  Coope r,  Susa n .  ― There  and Ba ck  Aga in :  To l k ien  

Recons i dered . ‖  Horn Book  Mag az i ne  78 .2  (20 02 ) :  1 43 -150 .  

Ex pla i ns  To l k ien ‘s  in te res t s  f o r  Ang l o -Sa xon ,  Norse ,  

I ce landi c  l i t e ra t ure  a nd h i s  exper i ences  dur i ng  WW Ⅰ

and Ⅱ .    

 

[81 ]  F l i eg er,  Ver ly n .  ― A Caut ious l y  Ta l e . ‖  T he  Ches te rt on  

Rev i ew :  J .  R .  R  To lk i en  My thos  a nd Moderni ty  in  Mi ddle -Ea rt h  

28  (2 002 ) :  9 7 -1 0 3 .  

Ment i ons  To l k ien ‘s  shock  fo r  WWⅠ andⅡ ,  and  i ns i s ts  

these  are  re f l e c ted  i nt o  t he  wa rs  a nd t he  da mage  t o  t he  

Elves  and the  Men i n  S i l m.   Fl ieger  sa ys  To l k ien ‘s  

st ra teg y  t hat  sy mbol i zes  the  t a boo  o r  mi s f or t une  o f  

pa rt i cu la r  cu l ture  wi th  t ra nscendent  phenom enon  i s  
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s imi la r  t o  t he  s t ra t egy  o f  myt h .    

 

[82 ]  Ty le r,  J .  E .  A .  T he  Compl et e  To l k ien  Com pa nion .  3 r d  ed .  

London :  Pa n  Books ,  19 76 .  London :  Pa n  Ma cmi l la n ,  2002 .    

A re fe rence  book  o f  t he  te rms  about  a l l  To lk i en ‘s  w orks  

re l a ted  t o  Mi dl e - ea rt h .   I t  covers  no t  on l y  t he  t e rm s  

o f  L R,  Hobb i t ,  a nd  S i lm ,  bu t  a l so  o t her  miner  works ‘ ,  

UT and  HM.   Each  t e rm  i s  a r ra nged  in  a l pha be t i ca l  

order  wi t h  de ta i l ed  ex plana t i on ,  bu t  sources  o f  the  

in fo rma t ion  a re  omi t ted .   

 

20 03  

[83 ]  Bi rzer,  Bradl ey,  J .  ―To lk i en :  Ma n Behi nd  t he  Myt h . ‖  

Chri s t i an  Hi s to ry  22 .2  (2 003 ) :  10 -14 .  

An  b i og ra phi ca l  es say  about  To lk ien .   Sugges ts  tha t  

S i lm ‘s  b ib l i ca l  c ha ra ct er i s t i c  re f l e c t s  To l k ien ‘s  

oppos i t i on  to  t he  po l i t i ca l - l e f t  r eaders  w ho  worsh ip  L R 

as  a  b ook  o f  ‗new pagani sm ‘ i n  1960s ,  w hen he  main ly  

rev i sed  S i lm.   

 

[84 ]  E l l i son ,  J ohn.  ―F rom F ëanor  to  D oct o r  Fa ust us :  a  crea tor ‘s  

pat h  to  se l f  des t ruc t i on . ‖  Mal l orn  41  (2 003 ) :  13 -2 1 .   

Com pa res  t he  ep i sode  o f  Fëa nor  and  D oct or  F aust us  

s t o r i e s  w r i t ten  b y  G oe the  and  T homa s  Mann,  a nd  show s  

the i r  s imi l a r i ty :  c rea t iv i ty,  eag erness  fo r  know ledge ,  
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and the  ex i s t ence  o f  t he  ev i l  f i g ure  who  l ea ds  t hem to  

se l f -des t ruct i on —Mel kor / Morgo t h  a nd  Mephis tophe l es .   

El l i son  sugges ts  tha t  F ëanor ‘s  fa l l  i s  one  o f  a  m et aphor  

o f  To l k i en ‘s  wa rn ing  f o r  modern  w or ld ,  b e cause  he  

repeat edly  uses  the  pa t t e rn  o f  t rag edy  caused  b y  the  

des i re  fo r  ex cess i ve  power  a nd ob sess i on  f o r  t he  produc t s  

o f  one ‘s  c reat i v i t y.      

 

[85 ]  G l oge ,  Andreas .  ― Re -w r i t ing  the  Pa st  –  T he  P i l la rs  o f  

Mi ddle -ea rt h . ‖  Mal lo rn  41  (2003 ) :  44 -5 2 .  

Eva l uat es  S i l m a s  a  source  o f  a l l  To lk i en ‘s  w orks  and i t  

represent s  hum an ‘s  po tent ia l  l ong i ng  f o r  my t h  and 

re l i g i on  to  understa nd the  sy s t em  o f  t he  w or l d  in  t he  new  

way.   L i s t s  t he  supposed  source s ,  name ly,  o l d  la ng uage ,  

Norse  m yt ho l ogy,  Ang l o -Sa xon  My tho logy,  a nd  t he  Bib le .    

 

[86 ]  Howa rd,  T homas .  ― Sa cram enta l  Im ag inat i on . ‖  Chri s t i an  

Hi st ory  22 .2  (20 03 ) :  23 -25 .  

Focuses  on  t he  i n f l uences  o f  Ca t ho l i c i sm  on  t he  l i f e  and   

works  o f  To l k i en .   In troduces  S i lm a s  a  key  t o  no t i ce  

LR ‘s  roma nt i c  a nd  nosta l g i c  e l ement s  o f  Cat ho l i c i sm,  

and ex pla ins  good  a nd ev i l  i n  Mi ddle - ea rt h  a re  ba sed  on  

Chr i s t i an  not i ons .  

 

[87 ]  Whi t t i ng ha m,  El i zabe th  Ann.  ―T he  F i na l  Vi cto ry :  T he  
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Evol u t i on  o f  J .  R .  R .  To l k i en ‘s  ‗The  Hi s to ry  o f  Mi ddle -ea rt h ‘ . ‖  

Diss .  St a t e  U  o f  New York  a t  Bu f fa lo ,  2 002 .  

Genera l i ze s  To l k ien ‘s  works ‘ ev o l ut i on  f rom  t he  ear l i es t  

s ta ge  o f  ma nuscr ipt s  i n  1910 s  to  h i s  deat h ,  through t he  

b iog ra phi ca l  fa ct s  a nd  the  deve l op ment  o f  To lk i en ‘s  tex t s ,  

f o cus ing  on  t he  co smog ony,  t heogony,  m eta phy s i c s ,  a nd  

es chat o logy  o f  h i s  wor l d .   Conc l udes  t he  m ost  

s ig n i f i ca nt  concept  i s  h i s  Chr i s t ia n  fa i t h .   [D AI -A 63 /08  

(2003 ) :  2884 ]  

 

[88 ]  Wood,  Ra l ph  C .  ― Good  &  Ev i l  in  Mi ddle - ear t h . ‖  Chris t ia n  

Hi st ory  22 .2  (20 03 ) :  28 -32 .     

Int roduces  S i lm  as  a  too l  t o  unders tand  t he  sy st em  o f  

Good  a nd Ev i l  i n  Mi ddl e -ea r th  tha t  exa m pled  b y  the  

d iv i ne  cha ra c te rs ,  I l úvata r,  A i nur,  a nd  t he  Sa tani c  

f i g ure  Mel kor  and h i s  sub ord inat es .  Suggest s  tha t  

Mel kor ‘s  d i sobedience  and reb e l l i on  a re  the  main  

mot i ves  fo r  s in  i n  To l k ien ‘s  w r i t i ng ,  a nd  t he  F a l l  ca used  

by  cha ra ct e rs ‘ p r ide  are  repeat edl y  appea rs  t hroug h h i s  

works  a s  a n  a rchety pe  o f  Ev i l .       
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